Antiphospholipid antibodies and risk of intrauterine late fetal death.
Goal of the study was to analyze the relationship between anticardiolipin antibodies, lupus anticoagulant and the risk of intrauterine late fetal death. A case-control study was conducted in a network of general and teaching hospitals in northern Italy. Cases studied were 99 women (median age 27 years), without clinical evidence of systemic lupus erythematosus or other immunological disorders who had an 'unexplained' intrauterine fetal death at or after the 20 weeks of gestation. The control subjects were 85 women (median age 28 years) who gave birth at term (> 37 weeks gestation) to healthy infants on randomly selected days at the same hospitals where cases had been identified. The presence of lupus anticoagulant was detected in four of the 99 cases (4%, 95% confidence interval 2%-15%) and none of the 85 controls. A total of 10 out of the 89 cases (11%, 95 confidence interval 6%-23%), but none of the 79 controls for whom anticardiolipin antibodies value was available had elevated anticardiolipin antibodies; this difference was statistically significant (chi 2(1) = 9.38, p < 0.01).